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ABSTRACT 

The article aims to present some of the legends surrounding precious metals and precious 

stones, followed by legal aspects and a brief historical overview and concluding with the 

fascination that precious metals and stones have for people. Precious metals and precious 

stones function as a signal of a person's high social status in society. Thus, they are the 

insignia of powerful people; the vehicle by which a person can climb the social ladder. 

Precious metals and precious stones, because of their aesthetic, disturbing qualities, 

entered into the myths and legends of antiquity, fascinated people's minds, and were a 

mystery and an attraction. The fascination that precious metals and precious stones have 

always held for man has led to a whole series of research into their influence on the human 

psyche. 

The overwhelming psychological influence of precious stones and metals is explained by 

the fact that they are able to provide the need for physical survival and security, which 

psychologist Abraham Maslow considered to be paramount for a balanced personality. 

After people learned to work gold and silver, gemstones and precious metals were 

combined to create jewels. Jewelry made of gold, silver and ivory was then spread by 

merchants to the countries of the Mediterranean basin. Artists and jewelry designers 

through their collaborations with artists in the fields of art, fashion led to the creation of 

remarkable works of art or impressive clothing collections. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Legends 

I. A legend – The legend of Alexander the Great 

The legend says that Alexander of Macedon, who had decided to reach the heart of India, 

after crossing the Indus, came across the ruins of an ancient city. Among the ruins of the 

citadel city there was a temple where a few priests still lived who guarded a sacred relic 

of the past - the black crown of a vanished people. It was believed that if a creature of 

divine origin puts it on its head and goes out into the light of day, its mind will be 

sharpened as if by magic, it will know the distant past and it will have a power equal to 
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