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ABSTRACT 

The article is devoted to the scientific and theoretical justification of incorporating 

environmental education as a criterion in the accreditation of educational programs for 

professional training of prospective lecturers in the institutions of higher education 

within the quality management system. Environmental education has been considered a 

key element in the development of lecturers’ competencies necessary for upbringing an 

environmentally conscious generation in the context of sustainable development and the 

national interests of Ukraine. The novelty of the study lies in proposing environmental 

education as a formal accreditation criterion, which expands traditional approaches to 

assessing the quality of training programs in pedagogical specialties. The research has 

employed methods of analogy, comparative analysis, logical-semantic and praxeological 

approaches, as well as interviews, testing, and surveys to assess the significance of 

developing environmental competence in prospective lecturers. The findings of the 

pedagogical experiment have confirmed the effectiveness of integrating environmental 

education, demonstrating an increase in the level of environmental competence of 

prospective lecturers, thereby justifying its incorporation into accreditation standards. 

Recommendations have been provided for improving training programs of institutions 

of higher education, introducing a course titled “Environmental Culture in Pedagogical 

Practice” and considering environmental education as a criterion in the accreditation of 

educational programs. 
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